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How have contemporary neoliberal social and economic policies (re) ordered the political governance and 
management of poverty in the United States?  What are some of the components that characterize the 
political logic of these strategies?   Has that logic characterized by the “regulation” of poverty, given way 
to “punishment” or more specifically, the “incarceration” of poor people, or is it exemplified in the 
various modes of self-governance embodied by the poor themselves?  
 
Recent theoretical innovations have sought to address such questions by linking the historic expansion of 
the criminal justice system with changes in social welfare policy.  Scholars have explored the role and 
force of the prison broadly, tending to its functions as an institution of social control, governance and 
order maintenance, along with the often-contradicting role of the state as protector, provider, and 
disciplinarian in the lives of the urban poor.  As such, the prison has been examined as both a 
geographically bounded, physical structure designed to warehouse, punish, and, in some instances 
rehabilitate the convicted, and, more fruitfully, as an institution in contemporary social life. These 
innovations challenge long-standing assumptions about crime, deviance, regulation, and poverty 
management, suggesting that punishment is not the express domain of the prison.  
 
Work that links the criminal justice system and the welfare state has largely focused on the social transfer 
side of the welfare state equation. Subsequently, there is considerable room for an analysis of the varied 
configurations of the welfare state and the   methods it employs to manage people living in poverty. These 
techniques of incarceration if you will, are deployed in diverse sites and can be found among the various 
programs designed to address poor people’s needs. Social welfare agencies, schools, community centers, 
health facilities, rehabilitation centers, day labor gathering sites, immigration detention centers, homeless 
shelters, food pantries, childcare centers, afterschool programs, legal services and courts, mandated 
treatment programs, and other services and programs act as hubs of interaction between impoverished 
people and the state. Exploring the ways in which various organs of the state govern impoverished bodies 
and the inner life (the emotional, intellectual and spiritual expressions) of the poor may shed new light on 
the experience of poverty and the role, scope, and consequence of poverty policy in the contemporary 
age.  
 
To extend these and related discussions and considerably nuance the line of critical inquiry on the 
relationship between the poor and the carceral techniques employed in the Neoliberal age, the editors of 
the Journal of Poverty are issuing a call for papers for the upcoming special edition of the journal entitled 
“Poverty and Incarceration’: Managing the “Poor” in the Neoliberal Age.”   The editors seek papers 



that will critically examine the relationship between the poor and carceral institutions broadly defined. 
Submissions are invited from scholars from a wide range of academic disciplines and professional areas 
of study.  
 
The Journal of Poverty accepts contributions from researchers, scholars, policymakers, practitioners, 
students, activists and informed observers of social, political, and economic inequalities in the United 
States and abroad. We accept four types of manuscripts:  Research articles, Theoretical Essays, 
Reflections and Commentaries, and Book reviews. 
Research Articles:  Manuscripts presenting original, empirical research using qualitative and/or 
quantitative data related to poverty and economic, social and political inequalities should include a 
literature review and/or theoretical/conceptual framework, methods, analysis, and discussion sections.  
Theoretical Essays:  A theoretical essay should have a well-developed argument that addresses a specific 
or several related questions concerning social, economic, or political inequality.  Beginning with and 
building on a review of the previous work on the chosen topic, the essay should provide reasoning and 
evidence that support the author’s theses.  
Reflection and Commentary Papers: These thought pieces are meant to be different from the Research 
Article or Theoretical Essay submissions and therefore need not contain literature reviews or extensive 
descriptions of methodology. However, they should go beyond the presentation of personal anecdotes and 
opinions.  Reflection should demonstrate well-informed and factually sound understanding of the issues 
that are addressed in the essay and that advance knowledge and understanding.   Submissions can report 
on, or present points of view regarding historical or contemporary themes concerning social, economic, 
and political inequality.  Manuscripts can present analyses of controversies and debates in related field; or 
present reflections on professional practice or experiences in the context of current issues regarding 
inequality.  
Book Reviews: A book review addresses one book in 2,000-3,000 words.  Reviews of books published 
within the last calendar year will be considered.  It presents a book’s merits and weaknesses with 
examples and commentaries. 
 
Please create a user account and submit manuscript to Routledge ScholarOne Author Center at this link: 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/wpov 
Please note that in the fifth step of the submission process check “yes” to indicate that your manuscript is 

a candidate for the special issue.   
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