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Digital arts and pedagogic innovation in primary teaching
The new information technologies recently made available to schools have a large potential for communication and expression. This potential is at present not profited as it should be, since creativity and performance remain limited by the use of methods and ways of thinking developed for more traditional media.

A previous research project in collaboration with the Ecole de Journalisme et de Communication de Marseille, aimed to discuss possible ways of helping primary school students and teachers to find new forms of acting and collaborating in the creative process using new technologies. Short narratives were produced by the students using traditional techniques and translated into different multimedia formats. Confronting their own work in different versions, the students became aware of several independent variables determining the author’s creative choices. This research indicates a conceptual model to help teachers developing activities that allow the students to experience the possibilities and limitations for expression using the computer and digital media. 
The next step is to understand how teachers can make use of this model and develop it according to the particular constraints of each school, level and subject. In order to guarantee the interdisciplinary approach of this study, teachers from different teaching subjects (language, audiovisual arts and communication) will be involved. This work will take place within a planned research project at Faculdade de Psicologia e de Ciências da Educação - Oporto University, through the research Centre CIIE (Area: Expressions, Spaces and Times of Creativity), involving the experimental implementation and systematic evaluation of the teaching program within a new collaboration framework for primary schools in Porto. 
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