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This special issue seeks to establish a dialogue with Freire around political-philosophical proposals 
for the education he defends. Diverging from perspectives that consider his approach located in a 
(past) time with political and social challenges now resolved and currently of lesser interest, the 
issue is, instead, based on the assumption of the importance and necessity of resumption and 
reinvention of the thought of Freire, as a crucial part of contemporary debates on education. This 
may contribute to try to solve and/ or combat old and new challenges that education faces, at a 
time both of the assertion of new hegemonies and of growing identity affirmations that demand 
recognition and citizenship rights. In this complex context, as Freire argues, if education cannot do 
it all, it certainly has a crucial role to play. 

This issue emerges from the celebration in 2018 of the 50th anniversary of the Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed, a work of great international projection, written by Paulo Freire. He was then a 
refugee in Chile and this work is recognized as his most famous and founding one. As well known, 
this book has, and continues to have, a worldwide impact in the fields of education, politics and 
culture. It is enough to recall that this text has been, and continues to be, object of study and 
international recognition, and is currently translated and published in multiple editions in several 
dozen countries in North America, South America, Europe, Africa and Asia. It should also be 
emphasized that this is also the third most cited work in the social and human sciences – according 
to a survey conducted by Google Scholar by Elliot Green of the London School of Economics. For 
its enormous importance, UNESCO considered the collection of Paulo Freire as a “World Heritage 
Site” and included it in the “Memories of the World” program. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

The commemoration of this event by the Paulo Freire Institute of Portugal, in partnership with the 
Faculty of Psychology and Education Sciences and the Centre for Research and Educational 
Intervention of the University of Porto, also sought to highlight the contemporary relevance of this 
author’s work, made up of a wide and diversified set of books that go far beyond the Pedagogy of 
the Oppressed, and highlight the need for reflection and debate on very significant issues of our 
time. 

In this sense, this issue will include articles that reinvent and (re)contextualize the political-
philosophical formulations of Paulo Freire's proposals, in dialogue with other authors, whose 
contributions to (re)think education are relevant. Within the debate about educational policies 
and practices, counter-hegemonic movements, issues of identity, participation and citizenship, will 
be of particular interest to this journal contributions that fit into the following thematic axes: 1) 
Paulo Freire, yesterday and today, which will include articles that discuss the current situation of 
Paulo Freire and his pedagogies, relating them to contemporary debates; 2) Diversity and human 
rights, which will incorporate works that, using Freire's thought, discuss diversity, inclusion and 
participation, adult education, childhood and child labour; and 3) Policies and practices, an axis 
that invests in the discussion of the role and relevance of different educational policies, as well as 
of the curricular trend towards flexibility, in a perspective of attention to autonomy, projects and 
practices of formal education, educational practices in the community and arts in education. 

 

 

Guidelines for submission 

Articles are accepted and published in Portuguese, English, French or Spanish. 

Manuscripts must be sent by email attachment, in Microsoft Word, to ciie_edicoes@fpce.up.pt.  

Please specify that your manuscript is being submitted for the special issue “Celebrating Paulo 
Freire: New and old challenges in Education”. 

Articles should be between 6000 and 8000 words in length, including abstracts, keywords, tables, 
footnotes, reference list, and appendices. Each manuscript should include the title, abstract and 
keywords in Portuguese, English and French. Understandably, for Spanish articles, the title, 
abstract and keywords are also displayed in Spanish language. 

Submissions will follow the Journal’s regular blind review process. The guest editors and ESC 
editor-in-chief will make the final acceptance decisions. Accepted manuscripts that are not 



 

 

 
 

included in the special issue (because of space restrictions) will be published in a future issue of 
the journal. 

Authors should carefully make sure that have prepared their manuscripts in accordance with the 
instructions provided at ESC website. 

The submission deadline has been extended up to March 11, 2019. 
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