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The Covid-19 pandemic has caused fractures in all spheres of society and also in the field of 

education. Schools and universities were closed, interrupting a "standardized" teaching-learning- 

assessment system in face-to-face contexts, which forced, at all levels of education, a rushed 

transition to educational processes mediated by digital technologies. This new environment 

required, in a short period, restructuring routines and spaces of students, teachers and families, 

namely in the adjustment of time distribution between family, professional and school spheres, and 

the mobilization of resources and skills, that many did not have, in accessing and use of digital 

platforms. During the adaptation, many doubts were and are raised respecting the solutions found 

and the effects generated. Among others, strategies adopted for online education, measures 

adopted by governments of several countries to respond to this scenario, and the implications of 

these options for children and young people’s learning have been questioned (United Nations, 2020; 

Reimers & Schleicher, 2020). Although the trend is recognising that we were upon a systemic effort, 

in the sense that governments, schools, teachers, families and students were committed to respond 

to the diversity of situations and to continue the training and education paths, there are speculation 

on whether this "new school order" may have "left behind" students who were in circumstances of 

higher social, family and academic vulnerability. The question is whether the physical and social 

withdrawal of students from school (Reimers et al., 2020) may be contributing to promote and 

intensify invisible forms of exclusion and discrimination (Santos, 2020), leading to emphasize social 

inequalities. It is also questioned whether this situation, generated by an urgent response, is taking 

us away from a profound analysis of the approaches of teaching-learning-assessment appropriate 

to a more human and collectively committed experience (Freire, 1991; Sharratt & Planche, 2016). 

 



 

 

 
 

To contribute to deepen and share knowledge about experiences lived in the period of confinement 

and physical remoteness from the school context, as well as to reflect about the meanings and 

effects of solutions and decisions taken, is the main objective of this special issue of the journal 

Educação, Sociedade & Culturas. More specifically, it aims to make pedagogical experiences visible, 

to debate advantages and disadvantages of teaching-learning-assessment processes done online, 

and to produce a reflection on the reconfiguration processes at the level of educational and 

curricular management and pedagogical relations, focusing on their implications for the training of 

students.  

We welcome the submission of papers based on empirical studies or that develop theoretical and 

knowledge systematizations that allow a deepening of the topics in discussion, such as: 

- Education policies in different confinement scenarios and their effects; 

- Online education concepts, meanings and strategies; 

- Use of digital technologies (platforms, software, programmes ...) and their effects on the 

teaching-learning-evaluation processes; 

- (Re)construction of ways of being a teacher and being a student in online contexts; 

- Challenges posed, in virtual settings, to the teaching-learning-evaluation processes – 

potentialities and constraints; 

- Online education and challenges facing by management bodies and school leaders; 

- Effects of using online training on students with different academic and social profiles; 

- Online education and social inequalities. 

 

The proposal of this special issue is part of the project DigP_SEM – Digital Platforms in Educational 

Management of School Clusters (PTDC/CED-EDG/29069/2017) and part of the research community 

of practice Curriculum, Evaluation, Training and Educational Technologies (CAFTe) of the Centre for 

Research and Intervention in Education of the Faculty of Psychology and Education Sciences of the 

University of Porto. In this sense, it is also intended, through this thematic edition, to contribute to 

broadening the debate on the uses of digital platforms in organisational processes in schools and 

the processes of teaching-learning-assessment of students. 

 

 

Important dates 

This issue will be published in September 2021. 

Authors interested in contributing to this special issue are invited to submit extended abstracts of 

up to 700 words, excluding references, by email to ciie_edicoes@fpce.up.pt no later than 

September 30th, 2020. The authors will be informed of the acceptance or not of the proposals 

around mid October. Full texts (up to 8000 words) must be submitted by January 30, 2021. 
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Articles may be written in English, Spanish, French, and Portuguese, and they should meet the 

requirements mentioned in the instructions for authors at the ESC website. The articles will be 

submitted to a peer-review process. 

For further information about this special issue, please contact the guest co-editor Preciosa 

Fernandes at preciosa@fpce.up.pt. 
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