
 

 

 
 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Democratic participation, politics, and emerging practices in education 

Special issue ESC – Educação, Sociedade & Culturas 

Proposals (up to 1500 words, excluding references) due on January 20th, 2021 

 

Special Issue of Educação, Sociedade & Culturas for young researchers 

 

 

Guest Editors 

Ana Cristina Torres, University of Porto, Portugal 

Angélica Monteiro, University of Porto, Portugal 

Pedro D. Ferreira, University of Porto, Portugal 

Tatiana Zimenkova, Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences, Germany 

 

 

Crises and tensions have been very present in democracies all over Europe, and all over the world, brought 

by different events and moments – since the fall of the Berlin wall, to financial crises and the movements 

that then emerged. Today, we are witnessing a new moment in which these crises and tensions demand 

changes in a consolidated democracy, while they bring us signs and tendencies of the weakening of 

institutions and loss of confidence in democracy itself and in its functioning. We can see them in the way that 

the social problems related to the current pandemic, climate change, racism and xenophobia, inequality 

between men and women, among other issues that we have seen politicised, have been brought to public 

space. Simultaneously, capitalising on dissatisfaction, insecurity, and fear, in many countries mistrust of 

national governance structures has allowed space for the growth of populist and radical parties and 

movements “whose promises of quick problem solving may not solve complex problems” (Eurofound, 2018, 

p. 7). 

Democratic exercise and participation in education has been, since John Dewey and the publication of his 

book Democracy and Education (1916), a strong promoter of reflections and research in educational research 

and practice, albeit with different conceptualisations. However, the continued predominance of some 

neoliberal and elitist policies, often associated with mercantilist logics, seems to create obstacles to more 

democratic educational policies and practices (Sant, 2019). In a recent review of democracy and education, 

Sant (2019) emphasised that the main approaches to education for and through democracy use educational 

practices that involve the discussion and resolution of controversies, conflicts and problems, the participation 

of students in decision-making processes, the strengthening of partnerships and learning communities, 

among others. It is also important to recognise that democratic participation is learned in the diverse contexts 



 

 

 
 

in which it takes place, local and global, in presence or digital, involving social and/or community issues of 

citizenship, health, sustainable development, human rights, etc. At the crossroads of different trends, it is 

especially interesting to observe how, on the one hand, digital technologies and, on the other hand, the arts 

have facilitated and enabled new forms of involvement, innovation, and transformation, and learning to 

participate. 

This context of innovation requires schools and teachers a commit with change, translated into emerging 

educational practices (Kukulska-Hulme et al., 2020). Such innovation environments are certainly more likely 

to be successful when accompanied by cooperative work between different protagonists and decision 

makers, in order to enhance clear organisational views and action plans shared by the entire educational 

community, the recognition of teachers as essential agents of change and the recognition of families and 

other members of the community as important partners (EU, 2018).  

This highlights the need to reinforce education that promotes participation and, with it, shared 

understanding, reflection and action on contemporary problems, through greater visibility and inclusion of 

voices from different community actors and a leveraging of collective and democratic action – bringing a 

critical recognition of the possibilities of empowerment and inclusion through digital and artistic education, 

as well as the issues of inequality and injustice present in the multicultural contexts in which we daily learn 

and teach. 

The special issue aims to bring together a set of articles that account for emerging policies and practices in 

education that are in line with or that promote democratic participation. Contributions that support empirical 

studies are privileged, although they may contain analysis and systematisation of publications. Not being 

limited to these, the following main thematic lines are considered: 

– policies, projects and practices of democratic participation in education through digital technologies, 

arts and expressions; 

– policies, projects and practices of democratic participation in education for citizenship and in education 

for sustainability;  

– voices of children, youth, students, teachers, educators and families about democratic participation in 

the development of educational policies, projects and practices; 

– challenges posed to school management bodies and leaders to promote greater democratic 

participation; 

– building of autonomy and new contexts of democratic participation in formal, non-formal and informal 

education. 

The proposal for this thematic issue is part of the confluence of two strategic areas of the Centre for Research 

and Intervention in Education (CIIE) of the Faculty of Psychology and Education Sciences, University of Porto, 

namely: Empowerment and inclusion through digital and artistic education; and Pedagogical management 

and democratic participation. The aim of this issue, at the national and international level, is to encourage 

and support processes of dissemination and scientific writing by young researchers. 
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Important dates 

This issue will be published in 2022. 

Proposals must have young researchers as their first authors. Young researchers are considered to be PhD 

students or those who have completed their PhDs from 2018 onwards. 

Authors interested in contributing to this special issue should send an extended abstract (of up to 1500 

words, excluding references) to esc@fpce.up.pt no later than January 20th, 2021. In February, the authors 

will be informed of the acceptance or not of the proposals. Articles of up to 8000 words must be submitted 

by May 1st, 2021.  

Articles should be written in English, Spanish, French or Portuguese, and they should meet the requirements 

mentioned in the instructions for authors at the ESC website. The articles will be submitted to a peer-review 

process. 

For further information about this special issue, please contact the guest co-editor Ana Cristina Torres at 

acctorres@fpce.up.pt. 
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