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Introduction  

Research evidence shows that intimate partner violence (IPV) is common among
all ages groups and diverse societies

Kosovo has been characterized by high rates of domestic violence (Farnsworth,
Qosa-­‐Mustafa, Banjska, Berisha, & Morina, 2015) and high rates of IPV among
university students as well (Kelmendi & Baumgartner, 2016)

Most of the studies conducted in Kosovo were focused on mental health
correlates associated with IPV victimization (Farnsworth et al., 2015) and there is
a lack of evidence on correlates associatedwith victimization.

Following ecological model of Heise (1998) this paper focuses at the individual
level of analysis, specifically on mental health correlates associated with minor
and severe IPV perpetration (physical, psychological and sexual violence) among
male students

Methodology  

Participants

This paper is based on the larger study conducted for the Phd purposes.

Convenience sample of 700 (50.7% males) students of University of Prishtina
enrolled for the academic year 2012-­‐2013 was used for the purpose of the study.

The eligibility criteria were: being active full-­‐time student; being at least 18 years
old or older, and have been in a romantic or dating relationship for at least 1
month or longer in the past 12 months
The	
  respondents	
  average	
  age	
  was	
  21.77	
  years	
  (SD=3.05)	
  and	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  
participants	
  were	
  coming	
  from	
  urban	
  area	
  and	
  were	
  bachelor	
  level	
  students

Measures

For	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  paper:	
  Conflict	
  Tactic	
  Scales-­‐2	
  (CTS-­‐2;	
  Straus,	
  Hamby,	
  
Boney-­‐McCoy	
  &	
  Sugarman,	
  1996)	
  including:	
  Physical	
  violence	
  (α =0.80);	
  	
  
Psychological	
  violence	
  (α =0.80)	
  and	
  Sexual	
  violence	
  (α =0.79)	
  
Response category: 0=never, 1=once, 2=2 times, 3=3 to 5 times, 4=6 to 10 times,
5=11 to 20 times, 6=more than 20 times, and 7=before past year

Sub-­‐scales of Personal and Relationships Profile PRP; Straus, Hamby, Boney-­‐
McCoy & Sugarman, 2004), including: Depressive Symptom Scale (α =0.71); PTSD
symptoms scale (α =0.70); Borderline Personality Traits Scale α =0..67) and one
item for Suicide Ideation.
Response	
  categories:	
  1(strongly	
  disagree)	
  – 4	
  (strongly	
  agree)	
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Conlcusion References

Findings of the study show that males perpetrated high rates of IPV including physical violence (43.40%), psychological violence (68.50%) and sexual violence (46.50%),
with the majority of acts being of the minor type of IPV
Perpetrators of IPV, including physical, psychological and sexual violence, showed significantly higher rates of PTSD symptoms, borderline personality traits, and suicidal
ideation, but not depressive symptoms.
Findings from multinomial logistic regression analysis showed borderline personality traits were consistently associated with any IPV (physical, psychological and sexual),
including minor and severe. Whereas, suicidal ideation showed strong significant association with both minor and severe psychological violence perpetration and severe
physical and sexual perpetration
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Figure	
  1.	
  Male	
  IPV	
  	
  perpetration	
  by	
  severity	
   types	
  .	
  

Physical	
  violence	
   Borderline	
  personality	
  traits	
  
Depressive	
  
symptoms	
  

PTSD	
  
symptoms	
  

Suicide	
  
ideation	
  

Yes	
   209 179.26 191.23 199.58
no	
   153.97 177.02 167.75 159.63
Mann-­‐Whiteny U	
  
test z=(-­‐5.029)*** z=(-­‐.204) z=(-­‐2.146)*** z=(-­‐4.529)***
Psychological	
  
violence	
  
Yes	
   200.09 177.01 188.02 188.16
no	
   130.08 180.14 156.26 152.98
Mann-­‐Whiteny	
  U	
  
test z=(-­‐5.995)*** z=(-­‐.267) z=(-­‐2.720)*** z=(-­‐3.734)***
Sexual	
  violence	
  
Yes	
   206.71 183.65 188.51 190.42
No	
   153.07 173.09 168.87 165.36
Mann-­‐Whiteny U	
  
test z=(-­‐4.929)*** z=(-­‐.969) z=(-­‐1.805)*** z=(-­‐2.850)***

Physical	
  violence	
   Psychological	
  violence	
   Sexual	
  violence	
  

Minor	
  
(OR)

S.E.	
   95%	
  C.	
  I.	
   Severe	
  
(OR)	
  

S.E. 95% C. I. Minor	
  
(OR)

S.E.	
   95%	
  C.	
  I.	
   Severe	
  
(OR)	
  

S.E.	
   95%	
  C.	
  I.	
   Minor	
  (OR) S.E.	
   95%	
  C.	
  I.	
   Severe	
  
(OR)	
  

S.E.	
   95%	
  C.	
  I.	
  

Borderline
personality
traits

4.07** 0.45 1.65-­‐9.93 5.69** 0.45 2.35-­‐
13.74

4.3** 0.47 1.71-­‐10.80 14.6** 0.51 5.62-­‐39.82 3.70** 0.4 1.67-­‐8.22 7.83** 0.51 2.83-­‐21.62

Depressive
symptoms

0.8 0.24 0.49-­‐1.27 0.91 0.24 0.56-­‐1.47 0.86 0.21 0.56-­‐1.30 0.69 0.25 0.42-­‐1.13 0.93 0.2 0.62-­‐1.39 1.32 0.3 0.73-­‐2.37

PTSD
symptoms

0.71 0.42 0.30-­‐1.65 0.28 0.64 0.28-­‐1.47 0.51 0.4 0.23-­‐1.15 1.2 0.45 0.49-­‐2.91 0.65 0.37 0.31-­‐1.38 0.61 0.49 0.23-­‐1.64

Suicide
ideation

1.18 0.35 0.82-­‐1.70 1.70** 0.16 1.25-­‐2.32 1.61** 0.2 1.07-­‐2.42 1.80** 0.21 1.20-­‐2.70 0.949 0.17 0.68-­‐1.32 1.25** 0.17 1.25-­‐2.43

Model χ2 44.407*** 77.957*** 49.472***
Nagelkerke R2 0.137 0.223 0.15

Table	
  1.	
  	
  Mental	
  health	
  correlates	
  scores	
  for	
  perpetration	
  	
  of	
  IPV	
  	
  

Table	
  2.	
  	
  Multinomial	
  logistic	
  regression	
  for	
  mental	
  health	
  correlates	
  associated	
  with	
  	
  male	
  IPV	
  perpetration	
  	
  	
  

***p<0.001	
  

***p<0.001	
  ;	
  **	
  p<0.01

Borderline	
  personality	
  traits	
  were	
  consistently	
  associated	
  with	
  any	
  IPV	
  (physical,	
  
psychological	
  and	
  sexual),	
  including	
  minor	
  and	
  severe.

Suicidal	
  ideation	
  showed	
  strong	
  significant	
  association	
  with	
  both	
  minor	
  and	
  
severe	
  psychological	
  violence	
  perpetration	
  and	
  severe	
  physical	
  and	
  sexual	
  
perpetration

Depressive	
  symptoms	
  show	
  no	
  association	
  with	
  any	
  forms	
  of	
  	
  IPV	
  perpetration	
  	
  	
  

Continuous	
  need	
  for	
  investigation	
  of	
  mental	
  health	
  of	
  perpetrators	
  


